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AGM - RT Zambia - Ndola, Zambia

AGM - Pretour - RT Romania - Dracula Tour
Euro 5 - Nice, France

Euro 96 - Stoke-on-Trent, UK

Euro 3 - Luxembourg

AGM - RT Norway - Haugesund

AGM - RT Hungary

AGM - RT Romania - Craiova

AGM - RT Estonia & LC Estonia

AGM - RT Italy - Mantova

Euro 31 - Zurich, Switzerland

AGM Pre Tour - Elements - RT Netherlands
AGM Pre Tour - RT Germany

Euro 6 - Brasov, Romania

Euro 81 - Jyvaskyla, Finland

AGM - RT Germany - Bodensee

AGM - RT Netherlands, St. Michielsgestel
Euro 12 - Brussels, Belgium

AGM - RT Seychelles - Mahe, Seychelles
AGM - RT San Marino

Tabler Tennis Open 2010 - RT Hungary
RT Euro Spa - RT Hungary
AGM - RT Central Africa - Bulawayo, Zimbabwe

AGM - RT Nepal
National Sporting Weekend - Lancaster, England
CN Ajaccio-Corsica (RT France Nat. Com. Meeting)

Message from the RTI
President:
Live Round Table!

Dearest Brothers in Round Table

These past two months have by far been the
busiest this year for me and the rest of the
International board, with the AGM circuit
in full swing as well as a host of administrative
issues that kept us busy.

As always, | am proud to report that the RTI
board members are all extremely supportive
of each other, and are “Living Round Table”
to the maximum!

The “Great Danes”
70th Birthday

In order to save a bit of travelling time and
money, | departed for the AGM of RT
Denmark direct from RT Belgium’s AGM
after a day of rest in Belgium. The occasion
was not only the Danish AGM, but also the
celebration of 70 years of Tabling in Denmark.
It was therefore with great excitement that
| headed for Copenhagen, this was not only
my first visit to Denmark, but RT Denmark
was also the first Association to extend an
invite for their AGM to me at the beginning
of the RTI year.

This ariticle continues on the next page

---: Home ...

Click here

Rikus Badenhorst

Round Table

International
President

”Live Round Table”

What has been discussed and asked for has finally been realized. | would like to welcome you to the shop.
Here you have the opportunity to purchase RTI branded merchandise in any quantity. The shop will offer
various products and we, the RTI Board, look forward to bringing you products that you want.

The shop is run by an external company (run by a Tabler) to ensure the best possible product range at the best
prices. All products will be delivered to you as soon as possible by DHL and you pay with your credit card.

Enjoy your shopping !
Daniel Forsberg

EMA Chairman 2009-2010
Round Table International

Continued on next page... V



My host for the Tuesday
evening was the 2009/10
IRO for RT Denmark, Ulrik
Pilehave, who met me at the
airport and whisked me to
his house for a great evening
of good wine and a
barbecue. The following
morning | had a few hours
to catch up on e-mails before
we departed to a town
called Ribe. Here we met up
with the RTI Travel Bingo
winners from South Africa
and spent a delightful evening
S in the company of the
members of RT Ribe 34. They had just moved into a newly
renovated clubhouse, and | was privileged to give them their
first International banner for their wall. We had a fantastic
meal, great wine and even better company, with many stories
and jokes swapped around the dinner table. Thank you to
Soren and the lads from RT Ribe 34 for a great evening.

The following morning we departed on our road trip to
Holstebro, the venue for the AGM. | am really glad Ulrik had
a GPS in his car, he seemed like he could get lost looking for
the bathroom in his own home. After a few hours wait in the
foyer of the hotel, we got our rooms and checked in. The
RT Denmark National Board had their meeting this afternoon,
so after delivering Ulrik to the meeting and greeting the
National Board we had some time to explore the town before
leaving for the dinner of Lars Vesterman, the President of RT
Denmark 2009/10. The evening was very well arranged, with
Lars having special words for every one of the approximately
70 guests. As is the norm, the evening soon progressed to
a full blown party with some of us drinking aquavit out of
shoes courtesy of the RT Norway President, the exchanging
of very strange gifts and Lars Vesterman showing off his Round
Table Tattoos. The evening was completed with a visit to a
local watering hole which ended up in a very early morning
—allin all, a great day!

After a bit of a sleep in,
invited guests were treated
to a lunch in honour of Vice
President Peter Fjeldsoe.
After a few speeches,
Gordon McKelvie and |
welcomed Peter to the
Buffalo club and Lars handed
over the suitcase which has
every remedy available for
a President during his year
in the chair at RT Denmark.

House Parties was at the
order of the day for that

) : evening, and it was incredible
to see how much trouble and care the hosts went through
to make sure all the guests had a good time. It was also great
that all the parties had a good balance of Tablers, Circlers
and 41’ers, allowing for some excellent networking and new
friendships. The house parties ended in a major party at the
venue for the AGM. This is where the impact of the weekend
finally hit home — some 1300 Tablers, Circlers and 41’ers
from Denmark and a very healthy International contingent of
friends had come together to wish RT Denmark a happy 70th
Anniversary. The party was incredible, with a great many old

friends reunited again and
many more new friends
made.

The AGM was very well
attended the following
morning with a hall packed
with Tablers and a few
(maybe more than a few)
crates of beer. | was
honoured to address the
assembly after Peter g%
Marchesi (the son of the
Founder of Round Table)
and congratulated the
Tablers of RT Denmark on
attaining 70 years of Tabling. | had the good
fortune of coming across a sound clip of a BBC
interview with the founder of Round Table, Louis
Marchesi (thank you Peter via Vincent van
Twuijver), which took place in the late 1960’s.
| shared the words of Louis Marchesi with the
Tablers; when he was asked how he started the
international expansion of Round Table outside
the UK, his answer was: “They came to me, the
Danish were first....” This shows the incredible
pioneering spirit of Tablers in Denmark, and it
is therefore no surprise that RT Denmark
chartered three new clubs in 2009/10. We will
try and make this sound clip available for
download on the RTI website soon.

Also note that | inducted Peter Marchesi as a
buffalo member during the AGM, so when you
see him somewhere in the world, drinking with
his right hand, you know what to do (if you are
a member of the buffalo club).

The AGM was very well run, considering the
amount of beverages consumed, with many
interesting presentations (some more interesting
than others...) and healthy competition for the
position of Vice President :

and IRO 2010/11. During
lunch, which consisted of
huge whole roasted legs of
beef, | managed to buy a
bottle of Marchesi
Champagne (one of the last
two left for sale this
weekend). After | had Peter
and his wife Binde sign it, it
was promptly opened by fog
someone when | turned my
back — so we ended up
having some really great
Round Table champagne
with lunch!

After the customary Presidents cocktail parties
where banners and gifts were exchanged, we
attended a really great Gala dinner. The band
was so good, they inspired Werner Maier, IRO
of RT Germany, to jump on his chair and give
us all an air-guitar demo! It was not long before
we were all dancing on our chairs!

After a good breakfast the next morning, we
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said our goodbyes and headed for home - thank you very
much to the two Swedish Tablers (you know who you are)
who gave me and Jari Heikka (IRO RT Finland) a lift back to
Copenhagen airport and thank you to Jari who bought a
National Geographic DVD and magazine to keep us interested
on the long road back...

Congratulations to Lars Vesterman, the RT Denmark council
and all the Tablers of RT Denmark who worked so hard to
make the birthday party of the oldest International Round
Table Association so successful — best wishes to Peter Fjeldsoe
and his council for another great year of Tabling amongst the
“Great Danes”

Visit to Dubai

On my return home from Denmark, | stopped over in Dubai
to visit the RTI World Meeting convening team and to attend
a trade show for work. During our 3rd RTI Board meeting
in South Africa in mid April, it became clear that there was
price resistance with regards to the World Meeting in Dubai
later this year amongst certain Associations. In order to try
and make the World Meeting as affordable and accessible as
possible to everyone, | assisted the convening team in
scrutinising the budget once again - a very difficult task taking
into account that the UAE Dirham is pegged to the USD,
against which the Euro has taken significant losses over the
past few weeks. The convenor, Richard Miles and functions
convenor, Rob Duce, have, however, once again pulled the
rabbit out the hat with a slashed, no frills package that offers
registration at USD 555 only. | sincerely hope that this will
motivate more Tablers to attend. Even with the reduced
rates, the overall package is still luxurious and at 5-star
standard making this a meeting to remember (for the right
reasons!)

One of the other reasons | visited to Dubai, was to engage
local authorities regarding permission for Tablers from RT
Israel to enter Dubai for the World Meeting. My sincere
gratitude to a 41'er in Dubai who, after much slogging, found
the right person for me to engage regarding this issue. The
result of this meeting between myself and the Dubai
Department of Tourism and Commerce Marketing
representative, was that an official letter was issued from the
Dubai Government to Round Table International, inviting all
Members of Round Table and our invited guests to the RT
World Meeting in Dubai, without discrimination of nationality,
race, religion or gender. They have also furnished me with
visa application forms, which | have forwarded to the IRO
(Alon) and President (Ami) of RT Israel, in order to assist
with their visa application process.

| have written a letter to explain the issue in detail to each
IRO in Round Table International; you are welcome to contact
your National IRO should you wish to have access to the
letter and supporting documentation, or feel free to contact
our RTI Secretary, who will gladly forward it to you, direct.

The RTI Board hopes that we have dealt sufficiently with
burning issues around the World Meeting and we now invite
you to register as soon as possible in order to make this the
best RTI party ever!

RTBI’s Scorching AGM 2010

| thought | had a tough time when my visa application for the
UK nearly scuttled my visit to Belgium (see last month
newsflash). My visa problems, however, paled into insignificance
compared to those of the Harrogate 2010 convenor, Marcus
Grover. A week before the RTBI AGM, the hotel where most

of the functions would take
place and where most of the
International guests would
stay, had a fire gutting the
best part of the third floor,
making it totally inhospitable
for the conference! Cometh
the moment, cometh the
man — Marcus took all of
this in his stride and made
a plan! Space was found for
everyone, and functions
were moved to alternative
venues in the blink of an eye.

This was my first visit to a
RTBI AGM, and on face value, | was fairly taken
aback with the low attendance figures. This is,
after all, the largest Round Table Association in
the World (around 5500 members), and to only
see around 550 people, is to say the least,
disappointing. The spirit of -
the Tablers, Circlers and
41’ers who did attend
though, made up for the lack
of attendance by the rest of
the Association.

The Friday evening’s theme
was a retro/70's style affair,
which quickly spilled over
(around 02h00 in the
morning) to the “Hard-Core
Hut”, an idea | am sure
Marcus got from RT
Southern Africa, where they
normally have a bar that
does not close. Thankfully, neither myself, nor
my roommate, RTI WM Convenor Richard Miles
were too disturbed by each other’s snoring that
night, | don't think we spent that much time in
the room...

The location of our hotel, at approx 20km from
the conference venue, did —
however pose a slight
logistical problem for the
AGM the following morning,
as our taxi took a
considerable time to arrive
causing us to miss our slot
at the opening of the
conference.

This was however well
rectified by a fistful of ale
and the opportunity to listen
before the opportunity was
given to me to speak after
lunch. It is clear, to everyone
with/without a blindfold on that RTBI is grappling
with membership issues. So | don’t think it's my
place to state the obvious here. \What is significant
though is that they are actively trying to find
solutions for the rot. Apart from the Optima
Survey that was done on the Associations behalf
last year, they have now also appointed a CEO
to handle the day to day running of the
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