
Continued on next page...

JULY 2010

1

WhatÕs happening
For more events, check out the RTI Website at
http://www.rtinternational.org/Events/tabid/59/Default.aspx

Message from the RTI
President:
Live Round Table!

Dearest Brothers in Round Table
Ê
Welcome to the July edition of the RTI
Newsflash Ð again, thank you to all who have
taken the time to contribute by sharing
stories and ideas, please keep it up!
Ê
First of all, congratulations to Spain for
becoming World Soccer Champs and
commiserations to Holland Ð there is no
shame in being runners up, you played well
and we loved hosting your supporters in
South Africa!
Ê
I had the privilege of attending the
EMATM in Pisa, very ably hosted
by RT Italy and Luca Bruschini
during the end of June. EMA
Chairman Daniel Forsberg will
report back in more detail later,
but from me, just a very big thank
you for the fantastic hospitality and
friendship that was offered and
shared over this weekend.
Ê
RTI World Meeting 2010
Important messages regarding
accommodation availability has
been sent out by the RTI Secretary
and published in these columns last
month, but this is just a reminder,
once again, that as of 31 July, the
hotel special rates will lapse, and
they will revert back to their normal rates.
So you need to book your accommodation
as soon as possible to make use of the lower
rates. Please visit http://www.rti2010.info/
Ê
Advertising in the RTI Newsflash
One of the reasons Round Table was founded
in 1927, in a post-depressive England, was
to promote and cultivate not only friendship
and service, but also business opportunities
between young professional men. With the
current tough economic times we live in,
doing business via Round Table could become
a very valuable membership tool. They key
would be to do business because we are
Tablers, and not to become Tablers to do
business. As with everything in life, there are
right and wrong ways to approach this aspect
of Tabling. The wrong way would be to spam
fellow Tablers by sending countless e-mails
touting for business. The right way would
be to join business network platforms like

Round Table Events Calendar
(August 2010 - June 2011)
Regional RTI Events in gold-bold

30/07-01/08/10 RT Asia Pacific Region AGM 2010 -
Colombo, Sri Lanka

05-08/08/10 RT Cannonball Run South Africa
19-22/08/10 AGM - RT Nepal
29-01/09/10 The ÒUisge Beatha TourÓ - Scotland Whisky

Tour
03-05/09/10 National Sporting Weekend 2010 - Lancaster,

England
10/09/10 RT7 Pafos - Music Night with Vardis
29/09-03/10/10 Round Table World Meeting 2010 - Dubai,

UAE
09-10/10/10 Charter - RT3 Istanbul
14-17/10/10 EMA Ð NTM 2010, Lithuania
21-24/10/10 AGM - RT Malta
28-31/10/10 RT Hungary Wellness & Spa Weekend (new

date)
28-31/10/10 AGM - RT Cyprus, Pafos
12-14/11/10 RT France Family Games - Clermont-Ferrand
18-21/11/10 EMA IROs Meeting Ð Linz, Austria

2011

11-13/02/11 EMA - CTM 2011 - Luxembourg
19-22/02/11 World 30 Meeting - Channai, India
25-26/03/11 EMA - STM 2011 - Malta
13-17/04/11 AGM Ð RT Southern Africa Ð Rustenburg
13-17/04/11 RT Africa Meeting 2011 Ð Rustenburg, South

Africa
16-23/05/11 AGM Ð RT Finland and Lapland Pretour
20-23/05/11 AGM - RT France - Marseille
11-18/06/11 Sails of Hope - RT France - South Brittany
17-22/06/11 Bucovina Monasteries Pretour EMATM 2011
17-22/06/11 Dracula Pretour EMATM 2011
18-22/06/11 Danube Delta Pretour EMATM 2011
22-26/06/11 EMATM 2011 Ð Brasov, Romania

Rikus Badenhorst

Round Table
International

President

ÓLive Round TableÓ

Please Give Us Feedback
Ê

WeÕd love to hear from you! Please give us feedback and tell
us what you think (bad or good) of this publication, the articles
you liked most or what sort of content you would like to
read. Feedback to: secretary@rtinternational.org

Credits:
Editor : Gilles Debert, on behalf of the RTI Board

Graphic Design : Dave McKay, Mac Designs, 
41er Southern Africa

Contributors : Rikus Badenhorst, Daniel Forsberg,
Gilles Debert, Richard Miles,
Alexander Heinrichs, Anand Gupta,
Nikhil Bagri, Rajiv Bajoria, Damien Faber,
Ga‘l Eschrich, Jean-Philippe Perrin

Very original pic Rikus !
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Linked In, where Round Tablers and 41Õers who want to do
business with each other, exchange ideas and business contact
details. You may wish to register on
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?mostPopular=&gid=35829
Ê

The Round Table
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Newsflash, through
hard work over the
past couple of
years, has become
a premium comm-
unicat ion too l
within the Round
Table International
communi ty .  In
order to offer an
opportunity to
c o m p a n i e s  t o
advertise to our
t h o u s a n d s  o f

Tablers, 41Õer and Circler readers, and in order to create
some revenue for Round Table International in order to
subsidize capitation fees, the RTI Board would like to invite
you to advertise your company in the monthly RTI Newsflash.
Ê
All adverts will be in the form of a banner at the bottom of
each page, in order to be non-intrusive yet noticeable and
artwork will be designed by a professional media company.
Ê
Rates for advertising in the RTI Newsflash will be as follows:
1 Issue = Euro 100 / 6 Issues = Euro 500 / 12 Issues = Euro 1,000

Rates are payable in advance and any queries
can be directed to the RTI Vice President, Steve
Ganado: vicepresident@rtinternational.org or
myself: president@rtinternational.org
Ê
Motions to the RTI AGM
This serves as a reminder that all motions to
alter/add to the RTI Constitution need to reach
the RTI Secretary 56 Days before the AGM (06
August 2010) and can only be submitted by full
members.
Ê
We ask that motions are submitted in a properly
formatted document, duly proposed and
seconded and are properly motivated. You are
very welcome to contact any of the RTI Officers
for assistance. When considering submitting a
motion, please do so by considering not only
the interests of your own Association, but the
interests of all our member Associations, and
the potential impact that your motion will have
on current and future generations of Tablers.
Kindly also consult the RTI Constitution in order
to ensure that we donÕt submit motions that are
already addressed by the RTI Constitution.
Ê
Till next time Ð Keep on Living Round Table
Ê
YiT
Ê
Rikus Badenhorst
Round Table International
President

Nominations for the following awards are to reach the Round
Table International President 56 days before the world AGM:
06 August 2010
Ê
¥ Tabler of the Year nominees endorsed/submitted by the

National Boards.
¥ Best Table of the Year.
¥ Best Member Association of the Year.
¥ Best Service Project of the Year.
Ê
Mail to:
president@rtinternational.org or rikusbad@gmail.com
Ê
The following applications/reports are to reach the RTI
Secretary 56 days before the RTI World AGM:  06 August
2010Ê
¥ Motions to be presented at the RTI AGM
¥ Nomination Form for RTI Vice President candidates
¥ Application to host RTI World Meeting 2012
¥ RTI Councillors Reports
Ê
Mail to:
secretary@rtinternational.org or gilles_debert@mc3.fr

A reminder regarding submissions to the
Community Services Market to be held at
the RTI World Councillors Meeting, to be held
in Dubai on 30 September . Please inform RTI
Community Service Officer, Daniel Forsberg , 56
days before the RTI World AGM, 06 August
2010 of your intention to present, please keep
presentations to a maximum of 10 minutes
Ê
Mail to:
membership@rtinternational.org or
dfors@online.no
Ê
All application forms are available on the RTI
website (under Downloads Section).
Ê
All documentation received will be circulated,
together with the notice and agenda of the
meeting, at least 42 days before the meeting:
20 August 2010Ê

Gilles Debert
RTI Secretary

Reminder of submission deadlines for the RTI AGM 2010

Gilles Debert

Round Table
Africa Chairman
and Round Table

International
Secretary

ÓLive Round TableÓ
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Richard Miles

RTI WM 2010
Convenor

ÓLive Round TableÓ

RTI World Meeting Ð Shorter Week-
end and Day Packages
Ê
July 16, RT Arabian Gulf released a series shorter week-end
and day packages as follows:
Ê
Package C: Thursday 30th September (evening only) until

Sunday 3 October (with no brunch).Ê
Details: Nations Night, AGM, Friday Lunch, Gala

Dinner, Banner Lunch, Tour and Beach Party,
Transfers in and Out

Cost: ADULT USD 305 (1,120 AED)
CHILD USD 152

Ê
Package D: Friday 1st October and Saturday 2nd October.
Details: AGM, Friday Lunch, City Tour, Gala Dinner,

Banner Lunch, Tour and Beach Party,
NO TRANSFER

Cost: ADULT USD 270 (991 AED)
CHILD USD 135

Ê
Package E: Friday 1st October.Ê
Details: AGM, Friday Lunch, City Tour, Gala Dinner,

NO TRANSFER
Cost: ADULT USD 137 (505 AED)

CHILD USD 68
Ê
Package F: Saturday 2nd October.
Details: Banner Lunch & Beach Party, NO TRANSFER
Cost: USD 134 (492 AED) - CHILD USD 67
Ê
Package G: Gala Dinner ONLY.
Details: Gala Dinner, NO TRANSFER
Cost: ADULT USD 90 (330 AED) - CHILD N/A
Ê

Souvenirs
These are now online at www.rti2010.info and should be
booked and paid for in advance.Ê They will be available at
registration.Ê PLEASE NOTE that only a small stock of souvenirs
will be on sale at the conference.

RTI World Meeting Tours
These can be booked online and paid for at
registration at the conference. On certain tours,
numbers are limited Ð so book to make sure
you are not disappointed. We have amazing
discounted tours everyday!!!

Nations Night Help
The hotel should be able to help source every
countryÕs food and drink here in Dubai.Ê They
will also provide cooking equipment, power
leads, chefs etc. BUT you will need to complete
a request form and the hotel will then liaise
directly with you over availability and costs.Ê The
form is online at www.rti2010.info

Exhibition Space and
Sponsorship Opportunities!
There are opportunities for exhibiting at the
conference on Friday and Saturday via
Sponsorship arrangements.Ê To do this, we will
need to know your display requirements in
advance. For more information on exhibiting and
sponsorsh ip  p lease  con tac t  us  a t
info@rti2010.info

Make it a Holiday!Ê
Remember that for an additional daily rate of
100 AED (on top of the conference hotel rates)
you can extend your stay both before and after
the conference!Ê HOWEVER WE ONLY HAVE
THE SPECIAL RATES UNTIL JULY 31ST!!!

RTI Football World Cup!
The BBQ traditionally has a sporting event!Ê This
year we are running a 5 a Side RTI World Cup
Football Competition.Ê The semi finals and final
will be at the BBQ!Ê

Why not start organising your team now
and bring your Nations kit!!

Banner Exchange Lunch
This year we have devised a brand new format!
Come to the banner lunch for a real surprise
and treat... and there will be prizes!! The final
program is shown on the next page.
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WORLD MEETING SCHEDULE
Wednesday 29th September
12 noon until 7pm Registration
7pm Dhow Cruise on Dubai Creek
11pm RTI Bar
Thursday 30th September
9am until 1pm Counsellors Meeting, with forums
9am until 6pm Tours & Excursions
1pm until 3pm Lunch
3pm until 6pm Start of RTI World Cup Football
7.30pm until 11pm Nations Night
11pm RTI Bar
Friday 1st October
9am until 1pm Annual General Meeting

and Exhibition
2.30pm until 6pm Free Tour of Dubai
1pm until 2.30pm Lunch
8pm until 1am Gala Dinner and Exhibition
1am RTI Bar
Saturday 2nd October
10am until 12 noonRegional Meetings and Exhibition
9am until 6pm Tours & Excursions
12.30pm until 3pm Banner Exchange Lunch

(as youÕve never seen it before!)
8pm until 1am Beach Party & 5 Star BBQ,

RTI World Cup Football Finals
1am RTI Bar
Sunday 3rd October
10am until 2pm Farewell Brunch

(included in packages A & B)
9am until 6pm Tours & Excursions

LAST call for your
contribution to the RTI
Newsflash 2009/ 2010
Ê
This issue of the Newsflash is the 11th under
the current RTI Board. After over 150 pages
of international Round Tabling news, we
have received contributions from many
Associations, but some are noticeably missing.
We are making an appeal to those who have
not sent us any material about their RT
activities yet: we would very much like to
hear from you and you only have ONE
issue left this international Table year
to do so.
Ê
We are planning a hard cover edition of the
RTI Newsflash 2009/ 2010 at the RTI World
Meeting in Dubai, and I am sure you would
like YOUR Association to be featured in this
Year Book! Those Associations are:

RT Austria (the article covering your AGM
was provided by RT Denmark IRO! It doesnÕt
count)
RT Bulgaria
RT Czech Republic
RT Gibraltar
RT Greece
RT Israel (the IRO meeting was covered
by Daniel, so...)
RT Lithuania
RT Luxembourg
RT Malta (SteveÕs articles do not count!)
RT The Netherlands
(the article by RTIWM 2009 Convenor
Vincent doesnÕt count!)
RT Romania (with all the travels you do
Dragos, IÕm sure you have plenty to write
on!)
RT Senegal
RT Slovakia
RT Bangladesh
RT Hong Kong
RT Thailand
Ê
If writing in English is an issue, you can send
us your piece in (about) any languages and
we should be able to have it translated (RT
France sends all its contributions in French,
so...)
Ê
YiT
Ê
Gilles Debert
RTI Secretary

Gilles Debert

Round Table
Africa Chairman
and Round Table

International
Secretary

ÓLive Round TableÓ
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Daniel Forsberg

EMA Chairman
and Round Table

International
Membership and

Community
Service Officer

ÓLive Round TableÓ

RT San Marino AGM
Ê
I landed in Rimini airport after taking 4 different flights (I really
live in the middle of nowhere). The weather was as expected,
with a nice warm climate, but there were some murky clouds

hanging over. I
p icked up my
luggage and was
starting to head
through customs.
In customs I was
asked to put my
bag through the x-
ray machine since I
came from outside
Europe. I asked
them if Norway
was outside Europe
and to my astonish-

ment the officer said yes, it is. I think he needs some serious
geography lessons.
Ê
After getting a taxi, I was on my way to Rimini were we were
staying for the RT San Marino AGM. Very peculiar to stay in
a different country to where you were having the AGM.Ê
After checking in to the hotel I went for a stroll around town
and after a drink and a bite to eat, I headed back to the hotel
where I was met and told to get ready for the welcome party.
Ê

I went into the mini
bus together with
S a n  M a r i n o
twinning Table
from the UK, and
after Ò15 minutesÓ
we arrived in San
M a r i n o . Ê  T h e
evening was spent
at the Christmas
Bar with the Brits
doing their best to
cheer  on  the
English soccer team

in the World Cup. During the evening, the Austrians arrived
and the girls lightened up the mood of the boys as the
discussions moved to a more respectable sort.

When we got up on Saturday, it was time to
enjoy our free time and with the grey sky and
rain coming at any moment, we decided to go
for a stroll around the old part of Rimini. It
started to rain and it was amazing to see the
amount that poured down. Well, we were not
being put down by this but headed for the outside
bar and shared some spritzers while the rain
kept coming.
Ê
We had been told to be at the hotel to be picked
up at 3 pm. So as always in the Italian places, we
left exactly at 3, and after 15 minutes we arrived,
just to find out that the AGM meeting had already
been dealt with and that the jewel ceremony
was due in the evening! So without further ado
we enjoyed a personal tour of the presidential
palace with the head police chief showing us
around. This was spectacular and when we were
allowed to stand on the roof terrace where only
San Marino residents are allowed, it truly was
remarkable. We actually looked down on the
main cathedral as the newlywed couple emerged
from the church to be met by scoops of rice
being thrown at them.
Ê
For the gala, we went to a golf club also this
only 15 minutes away. The food was perfect and
even though it was a tad warm in the venue, the
white wine was chilled
and the speeches were
great. After some great
talks and tons of laughs,
we headed back to the
hotel to have a few
spritzers before we
turned in for the night.
Ê
Thank you RT San
Marino for a GREAT
AGM and I  look
forward to come back
for a longer visit.
Ê
Daniel ÒTABASCOÓ Forsberg
EMA Chairman 2009-2010

Prelude to EMATM 2010 Ð Italy Pretour
Ê
Birgit, Jochen and I left a rainy Rimini and started our way to
Siena. I am not one to be out off by rain, but when we had
been driving for two hours with the windscreen wipers on
max, you start to feel tired. But we made it after some stops.

Ê
We had organized
to meet two of the
Tablers of Siena
who a lso  had
booked us into a
ÓPALAZZOÓ. We
parked the car in
the car park as
Siena is a no car
city. I honestly think
this is only to
charge tourists
EUR 1.60 per hour

24/7. We took the Óautomatic stepsÓ as informed
by the receptionist at the ÓpalazzoÓ.
We actually managed to pass the
ÓpalazzoÓ twice before we found the
entrance and headed to the third floor
to check in. Now it was time to have
a spritzer before we met the Tablers
and their girlfriends. We had a
wonderful dinner in one of the oldest
buildings around the famous square,
and before we knew it it was time to
get some sleep.
Ê
During the morning we had a quick
walk around town and I did some
shopping before it was time to follow
the directions of the Siena Tablers
and start to head towards Asciano.
As there is so much to see, we ended
up doing the Ò15 minutesÓ trip in
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about 2 hours. But
we managed to see
wonderful scenery,
it almost felt like we
were driving in a
picture. When we
arrived in the small
picturesque town,
everything had
closed as it was
time for a siesta.
Luckily enough, the
bar was open and
Marco, the owner,

served us some wonderful cheeses and cold cuts accompanied
by some great wine. He also told us that we had to drive to
his friendÕs restaurant and hotel which was just Ò15 minutesÓ
away. We finished our meal and said good bye and armed
with a letter from Marco, we headed towards MassimoÕs
place. After a few pits stops at wineries, we ended up at
MassimoÕs place and after showing the letter from Marco, we
were let in early as they did not open until seven. We checked
in and got a special price on the room as we were friends of
Marco. A bottle of prossecco was ordered, and Massimo
came with some small tasty bites to our table overlooking
the city which bathed in the glowing sun.
Ê

Nicos and Ioanna
were joining us for
dinner and what a
dinner! I could
probably wri te
books about the
food and the wine.
For starter we
were served a
p o t a t o
pastry/muffin on
top of a grilled local
cheese with shaved
truff les i t  was

DIVINE! I had no idea that this was just the start of a
gastronomical evening. When the primi came in and the aroma
of sliced truffles yet again hit my nostril, I actually thought I
had gone to heaven. But as Massimo pointed out with home-
made pasta, pecorino, pepper, some salt and truffles, you can
never go wrong.Ê If I thought I died before it was most certain
when we were served our secondi: steak Fiorentina. WOW,
BRAVISSIMO, FANTASTICO and any other word you could
come up with were not even close to describe this food. The
meat with intense flavour melted in the mouth and the wine
was superb. I tried and we all tried to finish the steak but

there was NO room, so dessert was
decided to be left until next time.
Massimo then opened a bottle of wine
that he wanted to share with us and
the bouquet that this wine had was
indescribable. After finishing the wine
and saying good bye to Nicos and
Ioanna, we were considering heading
to bed. We were then invited to sit
outside and have a small whiskey.
Normally whiskey comes in small 70
cl bottles, but if you are Massimo they
come in 3 litre bottles. Massimo
decided to stay in the hotel for the
night so we drank a few glasses of
whiskey before retiring for the night.
Ê
I woke up and showered and got my
stuff together to start another day of
exploring. I was met in the reception by Massimo
who quickly reminded me that we were having
breakfast in another town. So we all got into his
car and headed Ò15 minutesÓ over to the next
town. There, we were served excellent espresso,
dried hams, spicy sausages and various cheeses
overlooking a fantastic landscape. Imagine that
we ended up with all this after meeting a guy in
a bar.
The day was spent at various wineries and a trip
to San Damigiano before we headed towards
Fiorentina where we stayed the night. Here we
went to a seafood restaurant and enjoyed some
beautiful food ranging from baby octopus to
calamari to scallops, mussels, various types of
fishes, lemon vodka sorbet , lots of wine and
coffee. We drove back to the hotel and sat
outside sharing some red wine that had been
bought at the winery and were completely happy.
Ê
In the morning Birgit and Jochen headed out to
play golf and I went towards Pisa to pick up
Stefan and then to the hotel and the EMATM.
Ê
Thank you Birgit and Jochen for a wonderful
tour.
Ê
Italy, I will come back
Ê
YIIT
Ê
Daniel ÒTABASCOÓ Forsberg
EMA Chairman 2009-2010

EMATM 2010 in Pisa
Ê
Sunshine, great food and wine and most importantly, GREAT
tabling. This could actually sum up a wonderful event in Pisa
Italy the hosts of this yearÕs EMA meeting. So what did happen
at the EMA meeting? Well allow me to summarize it all down
instead of doing the minutes.
Ê
The forum was done in my personal style of making sure that
everyone was included with the famous shoe story (you have
had to have been there to enjoy it). Presentations were also
made in a different way, with everyone getting to know each
other better. During the forum we managed to get the
guidelines in order for all sub-regional meetings (CTM/ STM/

NTM) with the basics
of these being handed
out. RT Sweden is
responsible for the
NTM, RT Belgium for
the CTM and RT Malta
for the STM. This was
great because now we
are planning for the
fu ture,  espec ia l ly
thinking of why we are
having these meetings
and also how they
should be conducted
and at what price.
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We spent quite a while on Code
of Conduct among Tablers, and
we especially talked about how
we view ourselves and how we
are portrayed by others. The
answers were interesting, and I
believe that all Boards should sit
down and discuss this, both in the
local Table as well as in the
National Boards.
Ê
The discussions were then moved
into the all familiar pricing of RTI
meetings. Generally, everyone had
the same feeling that we want to
have great value for money. How
can we achieve this? Should we
move meetings? Should we
enforce a penalty? The RTI Board
has this year decided not to

promote any meetings that are outside the agreed cost
guidelines. We, on the Board, believe that this is our most
effective way to put a stop on overpriced events.
Ê

The evening was spent in
wonderful Vicopisano, which is an
old medieval city just outside of
Pisa. Here we had the Nations
night with lots of fun and strange
tastes. Somehow, the Surinamese
boys brought some rather potent
rum that made everyone happy.
Nations Night is definitely the
most amazing of the evenings, with
lots of foods and drinks from all
over, and most importantly, it is
served by someone who cares
about it.
Ê
For the meeting on Saturday
morning, I had excellent help from
the two Sergeants and the Tellers,
and of course my Minutes

Secretary Stefan NŠsman. During the meeting we discussed
the new Associations such as RT Latvia and RT Georgia,
which are being chartered next year. We also talked about
the Associations who are in the works (Spain, Faroe Islands,
Australia, and a few more). The meeting proved once again
that when Tablers actually start to talk, it is a difficult job to
make sure that they stop.
Ê

RT Netherlands
together with a few
A s s o c i a t i o n s
presented the
motions that they
will promote at the
RTI AGM in Dubai.
These were a
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l
change to hosting
RTI events with
regards to entrance
to all nationals.
They also talked
about pricing and
the voting system

(please read the minutes of the EMA meeting for in depth
motions).

We then proceeded
to elections, and
without anyone but
RT Belgium applying
to host the EMATM
2012, they were
duly elected. We
then came to the
show down of two
great Tablers who
were both running
for the EMA chair-
man job: Antonio
Rovetti (RT Italy)
and Lars Vester-
mann (RT Denmark). After a ballot vote, Lars
was elected as the EMA Chairmen Elect for
2010/ 2011. Congra-
tulations to you, and
I wish you all the
best for the coming
year.
Ê
We then moved on
to giving out the
EMATM Attendee
of the Year award,
which went to Marc
Refos from RT Suri-
name. He was given
the trophy of a
DalahŠst (see pic!)
and the plaque. We
look forward to
seeing who gets it in Romania next year. We
ended the meeting with lunch and a wonderful
banner exchange.
Ê
The evening was
spent during a fabu-
lous Gala with some
great speeches and
I was privileged to
hand out the trophy
of the EMA Asso-
ciation of the Year
which went to RT
Belgium. Then I
handed over the
EMA Tabler of the
Year which this year
went to Felix Ratgen
of RT Denmark.
Ê
I thank you all for a great EMATM, and I look
forward to seeing you all in Dubai!
Ê
YIIT
Ê
Daniel ÓTabascoÓ Forsberg
EMA Chairman 2009-2010

Amore, Amore, Amore !

EMATM Attendee of the Year Marc Refos (RT Suriname)

EMA Tabler of the Year Felix Ratgen (on the left)
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RT SeychellesÕ Paradise Island AGM
Ê
Turning the page after 20 years of ARTIO
After twelve years of active TablingÐ eight of which together
with the Seychelles Tables in the same Association and one

as Secretary on the
Association Board,
2010 was the first
time I had the
opportunity to
travel to Seychelles.
I know, it may
sound a little odd
to some of you
who didnÕt know
about the defunct
Associat ion of
Round Tables in
the Indian Ocean
(ARTIO), but the
last few years of

cohabitation between Mauritius and Seychelles Tables were
not always the best in term of our fellowship. Sure enough,
I counted many friends in Seychelles, but the overall relationship
between our Clubs was sometimes tense, especially at AGM
or Half Yearly meetings, with irreconcilable differences of
opinion. And for this reason, I missed valuable opportunities
to visit our island neighbours.
Ê

Since Tables in
Mauritius resigned
from ARTIO to
c h a r t e r  R T
Maur i t ius,  and
Tables in Seychelles
closing RT Praslin
4 and renaming the
Association RT
Seychelles in 2006/
2007, it seems
enough years have
elapsed and plenty
n e w  T a b l e r s
inducted, for all the
guys to now put

fellowship first. Four Tablers from RT Seychelles 2 attended
the RT Africa meeting in Mauritius last May, and I was proud
to see RT Mauritius immediately reciprocating by also sending
its National IRO Andy and three members Ð plus me, to the
RT Seychelles AGM in June. Past RT Africa Chairman Sanjiv
(now 41er Mauritius), who also planned to go, unfortunately
had to cancel due to a broken toe.
Ê
As far as I am concerned, being present in Seychelles was a

must, and although
this Association
wasnÕt on the RTI
roster for a visit
this year, I had it
re-arranged with
the support of the
RTI Board and in
l i ne  w i th  the
budget. Four years
after the divorce,
the lads were ready
to enjoy fellowship
once again, and
what a great super-
week-end it was!

Promising to strip does not
help your team to win
Getting to Seychelles is a short 2:30
flight, but this flight leaves Mauritius
at the most indecent time: 4h30 in
the morning. I guess this is because
the Air Seychelles B767 then continues
to London after a stop in MahŽ. All
but one of the Mauritius party were
on that flight, greeted on arrival by
Convenor Dan Fontaine and his
deputy Bernard Delpech. Shortly after,
we were given the opportunity to
taste the local SeyBrew, of which I
think we made sufficient consumption
during the week-end to impact on the
national GDP of Seychelles. The day
went by at island pace, which was very
much welcomed considering the
sleepless night to catch that plane;
yet, Andy, Fred and Iqbal still took the opportunity
to conduct business meetings with prospective
customer or business associates!
Ê
Dan welcomed all of us in his family-owned hotel,
Sun Resorts in Beau Vallon, which I recommend
if you come over, and where we got ready for
the evening House Party watching the first World
Cup match of the day. In the evening, France
was playing Mexico for what would be their last
chance to actually start in this World Cup (OK,
we all know now that the worse was yet to
happen).
Ê
The House Party was hosted by Christophe
Houareau at his parentÕs place, where it happened
I wasnÕt the only one supporting the French side.
You can see from the worried look of Christian
and Elvis on this picture that the game wasnÕt
exactly going very well for French supportersÉ
Nearing the end of the second half, I promised
to strip should the French not win this gameÉ
And I ended up (in boxer shorts) in the pool.
To Raphael Bev from RT Malta, if you read this,
you see you were not the only one to make this
most stupid bet!
Ê
En route to Praslin
Praslin, the second largest island of Seychelles,
lies 44 km north east of MahŽ. As it was the
case last year, the Convenor decided to make
it the venue for the AGM week-end. You reach
Praslin either on the
high-speed Cat Cocos
catamaran, or by air.
Unfortunately for Allen
Wales, the RTI bingo
winner from RTBI, he
chose to go by sea.
Little did he know that
the cruise wasnÕt going
to be an easy one: I
think I never saw
someone that sea sick!
We all felt so sorry for
you Allen.
Ê
The crossing from

Dan arguing RT Seychelles rocks !

Allen inducted Buffalo

Elvis and Christian witnessing France going down...

Tan lines

Wouldn't you be proud too ?
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MahŽ to Praslin lasts just one hour, and the sea was indeed
quite rough on that Friday morning. What amazed me however
was RT Seychelles logistical masterpiece, loading the boat
with all what was needed for the week-end, Saturday BBQ
and a lots of booze! On the boat, we met with a German
Tabler and his partner, who couldnÕt miss so many Round
Table polo shirts on the main deck! Once in Praslin, cars
were organised to get us, our luggage, and a lot of cargo
(booze, essentially), to the AGM venue the Pearl Beach Hotel.
On the way, we passed through Praslin most well-known
tourist attraction, the ÒVallŽe de MaiÓ nature preserve, known
worldwide for its Coco de Mer coconut (worth EUR 300 a
piece at souvenir shops!).
Ê

Mauritius and the
Seychelles share a
lot, in terms of way
of life and Creole
language, but the
i s l a n d s  h a v e
e v o l v e d  v e r y
differently. Unlike
in Mauritius, there
was no large scale
a g r i c u l t u r a l
development in the
Seychelles, and
thanks to  the
p r e s e r v a t i o n
e f f o r t s ,  t h e
SeychellesÕ nature

look very wild and magnificent everywhere you look Ð and
not only the beaches.
Ê
We had to discover this little piece of paradise (and this is
a guy living in Mauritius who says that!). Andy Moncherry
took the lead and organised for a visit to one of the finest
beach in the World, Anse Lazio. We certainly have very fine
beaches in Mauritius, but mind you Steve, I reckon Anse Lazio
is probably the best I have ever seen. WhatÕs most striking
is how clear the water is: several meters of water deep, and
you still can see your feet and the white sand on the seabedÉ
Stunning!
Ê
AGM in Curieuse Island
As if relocating to Praslin wasnÕt enough of a logistical challenge,
Convenor Dan decided to hold the AGM on Curieuse Island
and the cool box loaded with SeyBrew had to follow. Curieuse
is a tiny piece of land which used to be a leper colony, a stone
throw from Praslin. Fortunately, no-one had the time to be
sea sick getting there (not even Allen).
Ê

A s ingle-Table
Association AGM
like Seychelles is
formal affair as
much as a relax
gathering. Yet,
President Ray and
Secretary Nigel
made sure to hold
it in proper Round
Table manner, also
thanks to Joel and
Andy, prompt to
r e m i n d  t h e m
should one item
not being taken
properly (have your

auditors sign the accounts before the AGM next time ;-).
Owing to the warm climate (and this was officially ÒwinterÓ
time), the AGM was held outside, near the beachÉ until a
brief but intense enough tropical shower forced all of us to
retreat under the nearby shed where the BBQ was getting
preparedÉ and where we met with the same German Tabler
who was on the Cat Cocos! After receiving pins from all

present, he was invited
to attend the President
Banquet in the evening.
Ê
R e p o r t s  w e r e
delivered, highlighting
R T  S e y c h e l l e s
tremendous fund raising
and service projects
efforts on national level,
and (Mauritian passport
holder) Ashvin was duly
elected RT Seychelles
President for 2010/
2011. When given the
opportunity to address
the meeting, I passed
on the congratulations
from the RTI Board to
RT Seychelles for flying the RT flag high in spite
of their small numbers, invited them to be present
at the World Meeting in Dubai and suggested
time may have come for RT Seychelles to
consider hosting the RT Africa regional meeting
Ð the next available opportunity being in 2013.
I have heard different reactions to this invitation,
and IÕd like to say to those who were maybe
kind of sceptical that yes, you can organise it
YOUR way, on the beach and in a less formal
way if you feel like it: this is what I call Round
Table diversity and whatÕs wrong about it?
Ê
En route to the President Banquet
The ambiance on the boat back to Praslin was
just awesome, with sega music and ÒravanneÓ
(tambourine-like instrument) all the way!
Ê
Of course, the climax of any AGM week-end is
the President Banquet, so we all had to be ready
for this (after a dip in the hotel pool, of course).
The Banquet took place at the hotel we were
all staying at, and was pretty well attended with
Tablers coming over to Praslin only for it.
Protocol was observed Ð island style, and I was
again given a microphone to address the audience
Ð I am not quite sure what I said, but I hope it
was appropriate and maybe, inspiring. Something
I never saw before however, was a Sergeant at
Arms during the Banquet! Elvis, you did an
awesome job speaking more than me and
outgoing President Ray, and you deserved the
(fishing) award you got!
Ê
Closing
Our happy bunch of Mauritians spent the next
day Sunday exploring the island, and soon it was
time to return to MahŽ, SeychellesÕ main island.
Knowing what to expect, the Mauritians decided
to stand right in front of the boat to enjoy the
breeze, but unfortunately (or fortunately for
Allen), the sea was a lot quieter this time.
Ê
That was an excellent week-end spent with
excellent Tablers. The RT Seychelles AGM is
not very well attended by other Associations
from the Region and beyond, and thatÕs a pity.
Next year same time (June 2011), think about
it, and pay them a visit. One thing for sure: you
wonÕt regret it !
Ê
YiT
Ê
Gilles Debert
RT Africa Chairman
RTI Secretary

Allen (RTBI), Schalk (RTSA), Andy (RTS) and
Fred (RTM) in Anse Lazio

Peanut Gallery (Joel first from right, seated,
and checking the minutes)

Elvis, Christian, Ashvin, Ray and Nigel on
tropical AGM background
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You are a Tabler looking for contacts for selling your new line
of toys in Europe, or you urgently need advice from a trusted
competent lawyer in South Africa, or you want to crosscheck
purchase prices of raw-cotton in Delhi?
Ê
What do you do? You know you have an excellent resource
of 33,000+ Tablers across the worldÊ Ð some of whom could
be ideally placed to help you. How do you reach them fast?
The RTI Directory has Tabler contacts, but can you call all of
them looking for the right person?
Ê
The answer is the Round Table Business Discussion
Email Group !!!
Ê
This group originated with the idea to create a forum where
Tablers could discuss management ideas and find new business
opportunities between themselves.

This is a serious group, where the number of emails is keenly
focused on the topic, limited in number but highly informative.
It does not have hundreds of general messages per week
which start getting ignored automatically. Instead, this group
encourages members to discuss how they manage their
businesses, let them share concerns and challenges and find
new suppliers and customers within Round Table or through
Tabling references.

Only Tablers, HTs, Circlers and Square Legs can be members
of the group.

Posting guidelines
Ê
DO's
1.  Any topic related to management, business or entrepreneurial

activity is ok.
2. Subject matter of the post should be related to International

business.

DOÕNT's
1.No discussion on Round Table Activities.
2.Maintain normal courtesy and decorum towards your fellow

members
3.No discussion on politics, religion, jokes or unrelated attach-

ments, congratulatory messages, Happy Birthday messages
etc.

4. No pornography unless that is your primary business
activityÉ

5. NoÊbig attachments or multiple personal advertisements.
The better way to advertise your business is to post
something useful and put a one line description about your
business below your name and website.

6. Requests for address changes, unsubscribe etc. should only
be sent to moderator and not to the whole group.

7. When creating a post, or replying to one - think carefully
if your post is relevant to the whole group or willÊÊit Êbe
better to send it to a one or a few people privately.

Ê
Subscribe by sending an email to RTI-BIZ-INT@system74.com
Ê
Anand Gupta
RT India

RTI Pin Competition 2010
Ê
The first RTI Pin Competition is overÊ and
the winner is David McKay. Dave is a 41er
from South Africa, and he has designed a
beautiful pin:

With 203 points, it was chosen to be the
first RTI Collectors Pin ever, but I hope not
the last one. Be sure, there will be a
competition again next year!
Ê
The pins at the second and third place are
coming from Germany, with respectively
166 and 130 points:

Dave is already busy getting quotes for the
pins, as we do not want to charge too much
for the pins, to earn a lot of money for a
charity project in South Africa. The
presentation of the pin will be at the RTI
meeting in Dubai. We will only produce 500
of these pins because it is a CollectorÕs pin.
Ê
Each IRO or any other Tabler who wants
to arrange it, can take some of the pins for
his country. In our Facebook group, there
will be a list of these Tablers, so any member
of our group can order a pin in his own
country.
Ê
It was a spontaneous idea and became a
wonderful event. That is like RT should be!
Thanks to Tablers for their work to create
these wonderful pins and I hope in 2011 we
get a lot of good ideas for the Collectors
Pin 2011 !!!
Ê
See you in Dubai, Yit,
Ê
Alexander Heinrichs
President RT 174 Aschaffenburg, Germany

Round Table
Business
Discussion Email
Group
Ê
To develop the fellowship of
young men through the
medium of their business
a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l
occupations and community
service activities.
Ê
ImagineÉ
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RT Bangalore
Metropolitan 44
Round Table
School
Ê
A brief history of
the School
Bangalore Metropolitan

Round Table-44 (BMRT-44), has translated Round Table India's
commitment to provide a better future for the children reality
by Establishing, Administering, Managing and Funding the first
ever Round Table School. BMRT-44 provides infrastructure,
facilities, educational aids, uniforms, conducts excursion for
students and other recreational facilities - like organising magic
shows, film shows, fire work displays etc.
Ê

Till 1986, the child-
ren of Roopena
Agrahara village,
( O u t s k i r t s  o f
Bangalore City)
never knew the
p l e a s u r e s  o f
c h i l d h o o d . I t
appeared as if they
were destined to
fall prey to the
dehumanizing evil
of Child Labor and
were born to be
denied the simple

joys of childhood. However in 1986, BMRT-44, was determined
to provide these children with the "Right to Learn" and, brick
by brick, built the first school in the village. But alas, the benefits
of Education were not realized by the villagers. Child labor
was more attractive. All the counselling and persuasion came
to naught. The villagers just would not send their children to
school. We then introduced a novel Free Midday-Meal program
at school, due to which the attendance soared.
Ê
Today the school has about 560 children from Nursery to
Class X. A Registered Trust that files regular financial returns,
and has all its accounts audited. Donations to the school are
exempted under Section 80G by the Government of India.
Ê
How to continue your support?
We have a variety of programs through which you can help
us continue with our mission.
Ê
- Feed A Child
- Educate A Child
- Adopt A Classroom
Ê
Contact: roundtable44@gmail.com or visit
www.roundtable44.org for more details
Ê
Note: Every rupee donated will go towards charity without
any administration overheads
Ê
Our Efforts beyond Schooling
RT Bangalore Metropolitan 44 has setup programs outside
the school curriculum for the children and has built an
ecosystem of vocational training for the local community. This
has been possible with partnerships with a few other NGOÕs
and we take a lot of pride in these relationships.
Ê
Kherwadi Social Welfare Association (KSWA) is an NGO
which offers vocational training program to youth and the
needy all over the country. KSWA is based out of Mumbai
and was founded in 1928 by Late B.G. Kher, Gandhian, freedom
fighter & First Premier/Chief Minister of Bombay Province /
State. Their ÒYuva Pari-vartan (YP)Ó program has been very

successful in creating
oppor tuni t ies for
school dropouts and
deprived youth to help
lead productive and
socially useful lives. The
main mission of this
program is to give a
second Chance to less
educated deprived
youth through urban
and rural livelihoods
training, provided in
partnership with stakeholders. Yuva Parivartan
movement has 2 arms:
Ê
1. Livelihood Training Ð The second chance
Business school for Vocational Training.
2. Community Engagement - to develop youth
leadership to tackle community issues organized
through YP Clubs. Placement assistance is available
to all youths.
Ê
Bangalore Metropolitan Round Table 44 has setup
a vocational training center at the Round Table
School for the last 2 years and have offered
programs like Electrical Wireman, Multi Ð skill
Technician, Motor Driving for boys. Likewise
programs like Beautician & Mehendi, Tailoring &
Cutting have been offered to girls and women.
We have had several batches of trained boys and
girls completed in the last 2 years and we are
striving to achieve more
in the near future.
Ê
Founded in 1999 by a
young dreamer Vishal
Talreja, Dream A Dream
empowers children
f ro m  v u l n e r a b l e
b a c k g r o u n d s  b y
developing life skills
while at the same time
s e n s i t i z i n g  t h e
community through
active volunteering
leading to a non-
discriminatory society where unique differences
are appreciated.
Ê
Dream A Dream provides children from
vulnerable backgrounds with non-traditional
educational opportunities designed to allow them
to explore, innovate and build important life
skills. These life skills are fundamental to
child/youth development and to the successful
transition into adulthood and becoming fully
functioning and productive members of our
society. Dream A Dream programs allow children
to develop:
¥ personal skills including teamwork, communi-

cations, negotiation and coping skills
¥ Cognitive skills such as decision-making, problem

solving and critical thinking
¥ Creativity, confidence, self-awareness and a

passion for learning
Ê
Ê
Nikhil Bagri
RT Bangalore Metropolitan 44 - RT India
www.roundtable44.org
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Natural Nepal Mass Tour 2010

Round Table Nepal brings you Natural Nepal
Mass Tour 2010 to experience the beauty and
hospitality of Nepal amid breadth taking mountain
landscape and wilderness of chitwan, the home
of one horn rhino

Service Through Friendship

Program
Ê
20th August Guest Arrive Kathmandu,

Picked up from airport and transfer to the host hotel for AGM and informal night party. 2
night stay at the host hotel for the AGM

21st August RT Nepal AGM

22nd August After breakfast you will leave for Chitwan, when you will reach there after taking some rest
lunch will be served. You can enjoy Elephant-back safari where you can ride on elephant
to explore the jungle and wildlife. In the evening, Slide presentation where jungle experts
will introduce background data and history of the Chitwan National Park & dinner in the
central dining hall.

23rd August Wake-up call, followed by tea or coffee and proceed for bird watching. Elephant briefing
programme to learn about fascinating animals during a visit to elephant stables. Jeep
Safari/Canoeing & in the evening you can enjoy Tharu Stick dance which is nearby villages
traditional skills and dances. At night, you will have BBQ Dinner.

24th August After breakfast you will proceed to Pokhara when you will reach there check-in hotel &
after taking some rest head for Pokhara sightseeing where you can visit DeviÕs fall, Mahendra
cave, Phewa lake etc.

25th August After breakfast you will head for Sarankot, where you can view beautiful mountain. Back
to hotel & free day.

26th August Depart Pokhara & back to Kathmandu transfer to hotel

27th August Local Kathmandu Sight seeing

28th August Farewell Breakfast and end of event

Rates
Ê
Includes travel, hotel on twin sharing basis, all meals, AGM
registration and most importantly FREE booze! ALL for only
USD 1111.00Ê per personÊ (Mass tourÊ - USD 900.00 per
person + AGM 211 per person )
Ê
For booking please contact :
Tr. Ajay Sarawag (sarawagi@wlink.com.np), ÊÊTr. Shyam Malla
(rst@col.com.npÊ ),Tr. Manoj Das (manojgas@gmail.com), Tr
Rajiv Bajoria (rajiv2412@yahoo.com)
Ê
Tr Rajiv Bajoria
RT Nepal Secretary 2009-2010
www.roundtablenepal.org
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RT France Short News
Ê

Quatalagor
Meeting
Quatalagor is a
French thing, and it
means friendship
between Tablers,
Ladies, 41ers and
Agoras. On Sunday
13 June, those clubs
from the Nancy
area met (2 Round
Table clubs, 2 Club
41, Agora and LC)

Ð 120 people in all, for a joint change over event.
Ê
Long live to our clubs and to our fellowship!
Ê
Damien Faber: Area Vice-Chairman- RT France Area 15
Ê

RT France
Area 5
International
Fellowship
Ê
Tables from RT
France Area 5
travelled a lot this
year, taking part to
Euro Meetings and
World Meetings. A
special note to RT
Selestat 28 which

organised the Euro 28 at the same time as its 50th Anniversary!
Ê
RT Strasbourg 9 travelled to Paide, Estonia, RT Strasbourg 24
went to Courtrai, Belgium, RT Colmar 59 travelled to Lillesand,
Norway, RT Mulhouse 66 went to Pori, Finland, RT Belfort 94
to Madras, India, RT Strasbourg 101 was in Hobro, Denmark

and RT Saint Louis 138 went to Perth, Scotland!
Ê
Ga‘l Eschrich: Area Editor - RT France Area 5

Area 1 First
Charity Run!
RT France Area 1
celebrated the 30th
anniversary of RT Paris
Rive Gauche 279 during
the 26 to 27th June
2010 week-end, as well
as the first activity with
Ladies Circle, Club 41
and Agora (Quatalagor):
a 10km charity run
called ÒlÕElan de la Table
RondeÓ.Ê The purpose
of the run was to raise funds so as to finance
one boat for the RT France Sails of Hope project.
Ê
200 runners took part to this first edition, which
managed to raise some EUR 3,000 for the Sails
of Hope.
Ê
I would like to put on record:
Ê
- The contribution of Arnaud Rinuccini as well

as all Tablers and spouses from RT Paris Rive
Gauche 279.

- Thank all Round Table clubs, Club 41, Ladies
Circles and Agora clubs from the Area (and
beyond ! Thank you to Area 13 also!) for their
participation.

- The superb venue, the Chateau de Sceaux
park, as well as the excellent partners selected
for the event.

- The participation of Tablers coming from
outside the Area (Verdun, Nancy, Lorient)

Ê
An excellent week end for RT France Area 1
that we expect to run again in 2011!
Ê
Jean-Philippe Perrin:
Area Chairman
RT France Area 1

RT Norway
AGM
Ê
After a cancelled
f l i gh t  and  an
interesting meal at
the airport, we
arrived close to
m i d n i g h t  i n
Haugesund for the
AGM weekend. So
after trying to catch
up with the other

guys, we caught a few hours sleep before the board meeting
the next day. The meeting went by fairly quickly and then it
was time to get ready for the PresidentÕs dinner. This was a
nice dinner for about 30 or so people, with a few speeches
and some gifts. While we were having dinner, a Tabler who
was in the bar on the first floor decided it was a great idea

to take the short cut to
the bar outside so he
took the route through
the window which
r e s u l t e d  i n  a
complicated fracture of
the foot and a trip to
the hospital for surgery
(he will be in Dubai so
letÕs hope that he learnt
from his mistake).
Ê
Friday was the day for
the AGM which started
at 1300 with some good discussions and our
Sergeants from Sweden personified by their new
vice President Boris Kulas and their new IRO
Marcus Hermansson making the AGM much
more lively. Arnstein Larsen was elected as the
new IRO and Kristian Amlie as the new vice
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President. I am sure that both of
them will succeed and I wish them
all the best. In the evening there
was a get together party with a
hippie team. After the dinner the
band played with more enthusiasm
and the tables that were in the
way were quickly moved to the
astonishment of the waiters.
Ê
Saturday morning was the day of
more relaxing nature with a boat
ride to a viking village and with
wonderful sunshine from a clear
blue sky we could not wish for
better weather. When we arrived
at the village, we were duly served
some traditional viking food which
looked as it was already digested.

During the banner exchange some of the more daring Tablers
went skinny dipping in the 12 degree water.

The evening started in tradition with
the IRO cocktail for the internationals
before the PresidentÕs cocktail. We
came into the venue for the gala and
I was asked if I could be toast master
for the evening as the person who
was given this task had had a beer or
two too many. I said sure and the
evening ended in a sort of singing
frenzy in the piano bar after the jewels
had changed places.
Ê
Next yearÕs AGM is in Troms¿, and I
know that this will be one not to miss.
So join me north of the arctic circle
for a splendid AGM.

YiT
Ê
Daniel ÓTabascoÓ Forsberg
EMA Chairman 2009-2010

RT Sweden
AGM
Ê
We arr ived in
Jšnkšp ing  the
location for the
ÓGreat Tent PartyÓ,
the Swedish AGM
i n  t h e  e a r l y
a f te rnoon. We
i m m e d i a t e l y
spo t ted  some
Tablers and we
checked in and
headed for the bar.
Now the AGM
weekend could
start.
Ê

In the evening it was time for the Presidents dinner (both for
the LC Sweden and the RT Sweden Presidents). Both of the
Boards were there, including all the internationals and some
guests so I am guessing that we were a small group of 100.
The dinner was held at the convenerÕs golf course and hotel.
Now this was a great dinner with lots of laughs, great food,
brilliant performances (mainly by the LC girls), before it was
time to fill the THREE buses to head back into Jšnkšping to
meet more Tablers and Circlers that had arrived. The conveners
had booked an entire nightclub for the entire weekend and
all I can say is WOW. The nightclub had something for everyone
including a piano bar, three dance floors, cocktail lounge and
a wide variety of bars. I went to bed sometime in the early
hours after meeting many old and new friends.
Ê
Friday morning came too quickly like always but after a quick
SSS (s**t, shave and shower) and a bite to eat, it was time for
the dayÕs activities. During the Swedish AGM you always have
different activities during the Friday. This year was no exception,
with activities such as luxury (seafood and Champagne), golf,
beach volley, spa, BBQ and a tour of Visingsš (the birth place
of Sweden). The international guests were booked into the
tour of Visingsš and it was superb. After a short bus ride we
were shown the way of how to make ÓpolkaÓ candy, a sort
of white and red peppermint hard sugar candy. Then we went
down to the harbor to board the boat which took us out to

Visingsš. So after a beer
or two and lots of
laughs we arrived and
were escorted to the
horse carriages which
took us around the
island. We had a few pit
stops on the way which
included all sorts of
grand old buildings.
Ê
When we arrived back
in the late afternoon it
was time to get changed
and start heading to the
grand tent so that we
would find our home
party for the evening.
It is quite astonishing to
see how this is organised. It was 1080 people
for the AGM and we were all going to different
home parties for dinner. We found our host and
then we made our way to the bus.Ê Our bus was
not the only one apparently they had over 20
buses and for the ones who stayed in town they
had to walk. When we arrived at our host, we
were given drinks and served a fantastic meal.
Since I was the only ÓinternationalÓ everyone
was expecting to have to speak English but after
I made it clear that that was not necessary, we
continued having a marvelous time before the
bus was back to pick us up. When we arrived at
the RT/LC night club it was really starting to fill
up quickly and the party was in full swing fairly
quickly.
Ê
On Saturday it was time for the AGM and they
were starting at 09h00, and I was amazed that
they actually did start on time. Some RT boys
looked more tired than others, but they were
present. I was given the esteemed responsibility
to be Sergeant and after a few punishments, I
inducted a newly elected Area chairman to the
Buffalo club. After some EXCELLENT
presentations and an ÓeasyÓ election, we headed




